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[DELORIS VAN CARTIER ] African-American female. Mid 206 mid 30s. MezzeSoprano. Sexy,
sassy, feisty, friendly and funny diva with a caring heart. Actress must have great comiedj@tid

zinger wit. Uninhibited. Brassy, blunt charm with an emotional depth. Moves well. Raised in the

hardscrabble of West Philly, Delodisa gifted and ambitious singeraspires to be a glamourous
recording artist. When forced to hide in a financiallyrfdering convent, as part of a witness protection
program, she initially refuses to conform to the modest, conservative restrictions. But from darkness she
brings light to the Sisters and herself. Adapting, through her love for music married with shbvwamnans

she

[START]

turns a tunel

Police Station

An officer stands by two recently arrested hookers. Deloris runs on and starls talking
to the cop. Officer Eddie Souther is at his desk, listening.

ess

DELORIS

Help me! Ijust saw somebody kill somebody!

Who killed who?

Ernie. Ernie Williams got killed.

Ernie Williams got killed?

Yeah.

He was our best informant.

Informant?

I bet Curtis Jackson killed him.

Yeah.

Damnit,

(Looking at Eddie)

Wait a minute,

What?

I know you.

COP

DELORIS

EDDIE

DELORIS

COP

DELORIS

EDDIE

DELORIS

EDDIE

DELORIS

EDDIE

DELORIS
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EDDIE
Well I know you too, Doris Carter.
DELORIS
It's Deloris Van Cartier now. As in Cartier’s.
(Beat)
I do know you=high school!
EDDIE
Yeah, that was me.
DELORIS
You had a crush on me.
EDDIE
Yeah, that was me.
DELORIS
I'd come around and you'd get so nervous...you’'d start to sweat.
EDDIE
No, that wasn't me.
DELORIS
I called you Sweaty Eddie!
EDDIE
Look I'd appreciate it if you didn’t...
DELORIS
Sweaty Eddie. Damn.
EDDIE
Look Doris.
DELORIS
Deloris.
EDDIE

Curtis Jackson needs to be put away. We've been working on this case for over a
year. We got a [otta hidden film on him and you're not safe. If you saw Ernie get
killed, you need protection and there’s no protection like the Philadelphia police

department.

(He sits on the edge of his desk, falls, and gets back up.)

We need to hide you.
DELORIS -
You can't hide me, how you gonna hide me...how you gonna hide this?
EDDIE

Here's a picture of the last guy who talked. Or what's left of him. Look.
(He hands Deloris the picture)

DELORIS
Ohmy God. You gotta help me.

Cont
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EDDIE
Then you gotta be our witness.
DELORIS
No way.
EDDIE
Deloris, Curtis will kill you. We need you testify so we can put him away.
DELORIS
But what's gonna happen to me?
) EDDIE
We need a place he’d never think to look. And we gotta disguise you.
DELORIS
You mean I gotta go incognegro?
(She puts on her sunglasses)
EDDIE
Wait a minute.
DELORIS
What?
EDDIE

1 got the perfect place. Let’s go.
Hurry up. We gotta move.
(As they exit, she notices he is not wearing a gun)

DELORIS
But what about your gun?
EDDIE
Guns make me nervous.
DELORIS

Well, ain’t this my lucky day. Got a man who wants to kill me and a cop without a
gun. Goody goody.
(Deloris leaves her blue coat on the chair. She exits. As Eddie exils behind her, he
wipes his brow with a handkerchief. As the door closes, we hear church beils)
[End Side #1]
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MOTHER SUPERIOR
(To God)
Dear Lord, if this is a test, I cannot fail with you by my side. May she be of faith, of
modesty...
DELORIS '
(From offstage)
Woah! Would you look at this place —damn!
MOTHER SUPERIOR

Perhaps the choir of angels drowned me out and you didn’t hear me lord. Faith...
modesty...

(Deloris and Eddie enter with Monsignor O"Hara)

DELORIS
I'm cold!
EDDIE
Look what you're wearing.
DELORIS
When I got dressed this morning, did I know there was gonna be a murder? What's
with all that smoke?
EDDIE
Incense.
DELORIS

Incense? That ain’t no incense up in here, Somebody’s smoking weed.
MONSIGNOR O'HARA
Mother Superior, this is Deloris.
DELORIS
Deloris Van Cartier. As in Cartier’s:

EDDIE -~
‘Thank you Mother Superior for letting her hide here for the month.
DELORIS
WHAT?!
MOTHER SUPERIOR
A month?!
DELORIS
This is the perfect place?!
EDDIE
Now you stay here, hide in this convent, and be inconspicuous.
(To Deloris)
Behave yourself.

-

(Eddie exits)
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(Beat)
DELORIS
Well.

(Beat)
MOTHER SUPERIOR
Yes.
(Beat)
DELORIS
Okay.
(She hears a small echo, then, loudly and off towards the ceiling-)
OKAY!
(1t quickly echoes)
Great acoustics!
(Yelling back to the ceiling)
I'm in a church!
(It echoes back)
With a bunch of nuns!
(It echoes back)

Yeah —1 like that reverb. You know I'm a singer. Professional. Hey —Mother May
I— When this is all over with, could I borrow this space for a few weekends?
Fridays, Saturdays...

MOTHER SUPERIOR
Sunday is usually booked.

DELORIS e
Hey, 1 just wanna say thanks for letting me stay here and—and I say this to people
all the time —1I really dig what you nuns are doing. I love your work. [ mean at the
end of “The Sound of Music,” when you sisters steal the Nazi’s car parts so the
singing children can get away. That's good stuff,
Continueé



[End Side #2]

Side #3
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MOTHER SUPERIOR
Thank you.
DELORIS

So listen, while I'm here, these are my ground rules. [ want three meals a day and
1'll need two rooms, one for my clothes, one for my down time.

MOTHER SUPERIOR
And these are my rules. You will stay in your room. When you are not in your
room, you will behave as a nun, Do you know how a nun behaves?
DELORIS
Hey, ] went to catholic school when [ was a kid.
MOTHER SUPERIOR

The benefits of which are quite apparent. Now. You will only come out of your room
for meals or prayer —do you pray, child?
DELORIS

Well, one time when I saw Donna Summer, she was wearing a white sequin dress
and had a white fur—and I said to myself “Jesus Christ I wish I’had that dress.”
Does that count as prayer?

MOTHER SUPERIOR

No.

MOTHER SUPERIOR
The patrol cars have blocked off Arch Street. It's time to get your things, Deloris.

NUN 5
Why'd you call her Deioris?

‘ MOTHER SUPERIOR
I believe the sisters need to hear this from you,
. DELORIS

Sisters—I have something to tell you. I'm not really a nun,

(A slight “Huh?” from the sisters.)
I'm not really a Catholic.

(A slightly larger “Huh?” from the sisters)

MARY LAZARUS

You're really a Negro though, right?

DELORIS
Yes. That part is true.

-

MARY THERESA
Oh thank God. We love that part.

(General agreement from the sisters)

DELORIS
You see I'm a singer. And I was dating a very bad man, And I saw him murder

someone, And I'm going to court to say that. But first I had to hide from him. Here,

Continueé
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MARY PATRICK

S0 you lied to us.
DELORIS
I'm sorry.
(Beat. No response)
Well I guess this is goodbye then.
MARY MARTIN-OF-TOURS
(stepping out)

“For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: ;
4 peace: the mountains and the
heir hands.” ging; trees of the field shall clap
DELORIS
Isaaiah 55:12. See ya.
(Deloris leaves)
[End Side #3]

End All Sides
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= rianovocaL “Sister Act”
DELORIS 2
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=¥  1AROSA .
- Fabulous, Baby!
. [1/6/08] ]
Music; Alan Menke
. Warn [LAROSA): When you gohna wise up, lady? u]f;,:fc; G?g,m s]a;;:-
q‘, Cue [DELORIS]: How 'bout ri ght now? Arr.: M. Kosarin/Mark Hummel
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DEL: You can play me for a fool any other day of the year - but not today. Unh-uh, not the day I was born.
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BY -2- 2. “Fabulous, Baby" [1/6/09]
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2. "Fabulowus, Baby” 11/6/05]
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PV <+ 2, “Fabulons, Baby” {1/6/09]
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look at the time, honey, I can'l siayl— Look while you can, ‘cause 'm on my wayl—
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1 “Fabulous, Baby” [1{s/09]

party! A ri-off The whole kitchen sik!  J's time for the world_to find out

,——don'tcha think?__..
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Yeah, I'm fa - bu-ous, ba - byl
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